
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  For many years now, the people had been giving 

to the Lord, but the offerings were coming up short.  

Finally, the Lord decided he must speak, and as 

he addressed his people’s giving, he spoke with blunt 

words and piercing questions. Listen what he said in 

Malachi 1:6-14: 

“A son honors his father, and a servant his 

master. If I am a father, where is the honor due me? 

If I am a master, where is the respect due me?” says 

the LORD Almighty. “It is you, O priests, who show 

contempt for my name. But you ask, ‘How have we 

shown contempt for your name?’ 
7 
You place defiled 

food on my altar. But you ask, ‘How have we defiled 

you?’ By saying that the LORD’s table is 

contemptible. 
8 

When you bring blind animals for 

sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice 

crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try 

offering them to your governor! Would he be 

pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says the 

LORD Almighty.  
9 

“Now implore God to be gracious to us. With 

such offerings from your hands, will he accept 

you?”—says the LORD Almighty.  
10 

“Oh, that one of you would shut the temple 

doors, so that you would not light useless fires on 

my altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD 

Almighty, “and I will accept no offering from your 

hands. 
11 

My name will be great among the nations, 

from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every 

place incense and pure offerings will be brought to 

my name, because my name will be great among the 

nations,” says the LORD Almighty.  
12 

“But you profane it by saying of the Lord’s 

table, ‘It is defiled,’ and of its food, ‘It is 

contemptible.’ 
13 

And you say, ‘What a burden!’ and 

you sniff at it contemptuously,” says the LORD 

Almighty.  

“When you bring injured, crippled or diseased 

animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I 

accept them from your hands?” says the LORD. 
14 

“Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in 

his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a 

blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great 

king,” says the LORD Almighty, “and my name is to 

be feared among the nations.” 

As you listen to those words from God 

concerning the offerings that his people Israel were 

bringing, it’s important to identify the issue. 

Last week, we looked at a widow in Zarephath 

and saw a woman who didn’t think she could afford 

to give, who struggled to trust enough to give. 

However, that’s not the problem that we see today. 

As we look at the issue presented in Malachi, it’s 

much different. It’s not that these people weren’t 

giving to the Lord; the problem was found in what 

they were bringing. As they presented animals for 

sacrificial offering, the animals that they brought 

were crippled, diseased, defiled; they were animals 

that fell woefully short of God’s expectations.  

What could lead to such pitiful offerings? Look at 

where God pointed. God pointed to hearts that 

viewed giving as a burden. These were people that 

had the means to give, but their hearts had been 

conditioned to look at giving as nothing more than a 

required task. They didn’t want to give, but felt a 

duty to do so. 

Not surprisingly, that attitude warped the 

planning and procedure that went into their offerings. 

As they considered what to give, one thought guided 

their gifts, “How can I make this least painful to my 

financial situation while still satisfying my 

conscience which tells me that I need be giving?”  

It was an ugly way to give. And it was happening 

because Israel had forgotten the laws that God had 

given to curb such attitudes and actions. Many years 

before, when God’s nation was just getting started, 

God had laid out specific guidelines for giving to 

keep hearts focused. He instituted tithes so people 

would give proportionately; he demanded first-fruits 

and firstborns so that people would give with 

priority; he created criteria (such as no blemishes or 

defects, age limits) so that people would give of their 

best.  

But along the way, Israel had forgotten and 

neglected God’s law and the procedure that came 

with it. And it affected their attitude so that they were 

giving, but always coming up short.  

We have no such “laws” to curb our giving. One 

of our great gifts as New Testament Christians is that 

we have been given freedom from the burden of 

following the law through the perfect work of our 

Savior Jesus. It is why Paul calls it “The Grace of 

Giving,” and not “The Law of Giving.”  

Yet, look through the New Testament epistles, 

letters written for Christian churches and their 

 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Des Moines, WA 
October 4, 2015 

“The Grace of Giving” 
Stewardship series 

  

Malachi 1:6-14 
 
Giving: Shaped by our Planning    

 
Hymns: 234 (vv.1-4) – 484  

740 – 313   Closing: 234 (v.5) 
 

All Scripture quotations from NIV 1984 

 



members, and we certainly see encouragements to 

take part in giving along with guidelines on how to 

give. We heard a bunch of them earlier in our service 

as Paul wrote to the church in Corinth.  

 As Paul wrote that “each should give what he 

has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion,” Paul spoke for planned 

giving. The offering plate coming down the aisle 

shouldn’t be the first time we think about what 

we are going to give, nor should it be the 

motivation for me to give at all.   

 In “setting aside a sum of money in keeping with 

one’s income,” Paul encouraged proportional 

giving – my offering is not determined by what 

others are giving, nor is it even determined by 

the need; instead it is all about what God has 

blessed me with. 

 Finally, Paul points us to first-fruits giving as he 

writes to “set that amount aside on the first day 

of the week.”  My offering is not determined by 

what I have leftover at the end of the month, it 

comes from what I have when my account is 

fullest.  

Paul gave those guidelines not to burden or force 

giving among Christians. Rather, they were given to 

guide God-pleasing lives of thanks. They were given 

for God’s good and for the church’s good; but they 

were also given for the Christian’s good.  

But how often don’t we get it all messed up, just 

like those Israelites that God spoke to in Malachi? 

Through requests that can be heavy on Law-

motivation where Gospel-motivation is needed; 

through tender consciences that chafe at guidelines 

and view them as burdens; through sinful natures that 

say, “I know a better way”; how often don’t we 

disregard those guidelines that God has given to us?  

 And it leads to giving amongst us that often 

resembles what we saw in the Old Testament. Fueled 

by an attitude that thinks, “How can I make this least 

painful?” we often come up with our own guidelines 

for giving, don’t we?  

 I’m going to give, but I have to wait until I see 

how the bills pay out and how much that 

situation ends up costing me. 

 I have more to give, but it’s staying in my 

control until I like the project that it’s going to be 

used to fund. 

 I could give, but until they come and tell me that 

it is really needed, I’m going to hold off. 

 I do give, but the amount is really just based on 

what my money guy says will help me in my 

taxes.  

 Fueled by those attitudes, we find people who are 

giving to the Lord, but offerings that keep coming up 

short. 

 When our giving becomes so off-kilter, may we 

go to God in prayer and ask him to remind us how to 

give. And as we look at how to give, an amazing 

thing happens – we are also reminded of why we 

give. 

 We find that reminder by looking at God’s 

example of giving. When God chose to give to us, he 

did so according to a plan. And that plan involved 

giving of what was first and most precious to him – 

he gave his one and only Son. And as he gave that 

Son to us, he didn’t ask, “How can I make this least 

painful for me and my Son?” Instead, he gave that 

Son over to death because that would be most 

impactful for us. God gave in this way because he 

loved us. It was his love that motivated him to give in 

the greatest of ways, to give in the most purposeful of 

ways – that we might have forgiveness, life, and the 

eternal glories of heaven.  

 As we consider God’s gift to us, and the way in 

which he gave to us, may it be for us, the Children of 

God, the only motivation we ever need to excel in the 

Grace of Giving that each one of us has been given. 

Amen.  

 


